Coronavirus disease 2019 (COMID)

Papua New Guinea Situati®eport 4

28 March 2020

ThisSituation Reporbn coronavirudisease 2019COVIEL9)isissued by the PNBationalDepartment of Health (NDoMDNCE a WEEKhis Report is
not comprehensive and covers information that we have as of reporting date.

HIGHLIGHTS

C Papua New Guineeeported one imported case
of COVIB19. The announcement was madey
Prime Minister James Marape on 20 March 20
Consequently, PNG moved from Alert pha
(green zone) toCONTAINMENT PHAIEange
zone).

C hy HH al NOKXZ tNAYS a aras 2
9YSNHSYyO& Q 6 { hférithe ErairdJ
country starting on 24 March 2020 with th
following key measures:
1 Commissioner of Police will assume cont

assisted by a call out placed on naifi to

ensure lawful order, control and response

SOE control measures.
9 Provincial Governors Provincial ;

Administrators, Provincial Policg ~ Papua New Guinea

Commanders and  Provincial  Heal 1 imported caseof COVIBLY

Authoritiesascontrol points in the provinces.
9 Tale stock of all entry into PNG after 7 March to ensure all are checked, tested and status of

health affirmed.

Stop all incoming international flights angeration of alldomestic flights.

No public transporand movement of peoplebetween the provinces, erpt for approved

carges, medial supplies and policy/military persoal.

91 All heads of departmentand private companies are asked to let the regsential staff to
stay at home.

1 Education and Higher Education departments are asked to advance firshtdiagay starting
23 March.

1 Setup multi sector agency task forces to report to the National Security Coordination Centre,
which will be operation 24 hours for 7 days.

= =

C After confirmation of the one imported case of COMI®) the Surveillance tearscaledup the
Rapid Response Team and starteditact tracing. Total of 110 travelens 15 provincehave
been identified as contacts for the confirmed case, including the domestic fegltsre being
monitored regularly.

C On 17 March, The World Bamsknoun@d $14 billion package of fastack financing to assist
countries in their efforts to prevent, detect and respond to COYADCurrently, here is an
ongoing discussion that PNG Government through Department of Treasury is eXacgess
up to $20mto fund the Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan for-CQVID
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CHRONOLOGYF EVENTS

Below is a timeline highlighting important global events and milestones in PNG during the various phases
of responseo COVIEL9.

China contacts WHO and informs about “cases of
pneumonia of unknown etiology detected in Wuhan”

December 31

Chinese authorities identify a new type of coronavirys — |e——

after isolation
January 22

PNG National Department of Health activates National
Emergency Operations Center

e Internslltmnal He.JaIth Regulations Emergency Com mlt.tee
holds first meeting on the outhreak of novel coronavirus

January 27

® WHO declares COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of

International Concern (PHEIC)
Early February

- WHO characterizes COVID-19 as pandemic

March 20

Prime Minister James Marape declares a state of
emergency and limits movement of people for a period

of 14 days
March 23

Legend D Global Milestones

January 31

PNG NDOH develops the Emergency Preparedness and
Response Plan (ERP)

March 11

Prime Minister James Marape announces the first

confirmed imported case in PNG
March 22

First confirmed imported case undergoes medical
evacuation to Australia

Government establishes a 24/7 National Operations
Center which is inter-ministerial, inter-agency with co-

i D Alert Phase Milestones in PNG
opted professional member framework

D Containment Phase Milestones in PNG
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SURVEILLANCE AND POIBF&ENTRY

¢

C On 19 March, Acting HealtBecretary, Dr Paisor

In PNG, a totabf 29,078inbound passengers were screened at theints of entry sinceat the
Jacksons International Airport and seaport in Port MoresbySol&rch 220. The health team
has identified6,255Wdrdons ofinterest) | y R Inidditoredl Eguady by the surveillance
team.

Of the 6,255 persons being monitored?,487 (39.8%) have completed the 14 days follap
period, while 3,768 are still on activemonitoring. Majority of those monitored are in Port
Moreshby.

There have bee36 persons investigatedyy the rapid response team. Samples were collected
from 34 persons: 1 tested positive for COVIB, 16 tested negative while 4 sampleare still

pending result. The other two persons did not meet the case definition; hence samples were not
tested.

As of 25 March, the updates from the surveillance, points of entry and laboratory clusters are
summarized below.

Total # of passengers

‘ 29 078 screened to date
Total # of PUls investigated m
IR OZ99 TN N ﬁ

PUIs tested negative or
discareded
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, v
POIs completed
14 days
Positive for COVID 19
POIls currently
on follow up
PUIs with lab result pending

Dakulala officially received théotline toll free
number (1800200jrom Digicel CEO, Mr Colin Ston§
This is the third hotline number in addition to th
existing two hotline numberst+675 7196081&nd
019.

7

On 18 March, tworifrared camerasvere installed
one at International airport arrival and one a

domestic departure “6_7
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CLINICAL MANAGEMENT and INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL

C An isolation ward of 8 beds ready at the Port Moresby General Hosp{RIMGH) Nurses and
doctors involved in the response have received training and have personal protective equipment
(PPE) in stock. Othpreparations still under way.

C PHAsreadvised to contact regionabordinatorsto speed up the procesall Provincial PHAs&
asked to align plans with the National Health Departments CQ9IBmergency Response Plan.

C Based omreparedness checklist responses received asédfldrch, 12 provinces (5%) have
identified pretriaging areas and isolation facilitid$ isindicated that there is Intensive Care Unit
in 7 Provinces (32%) and only 4 Provinces (18%) have staff surge plans in place.

C Eleverprovinces have trained their personnel on infection prevention and control 8B%)(Ten
provinces 45%) have indicatethat they have waste management plans, but do not have all the
appropriate materials and equipment for waste managemexicept for9 Provinces (%)

C On 19 March, Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS Hon. Jelta Wong received 500 sets of Personal
Protectve Equipment (PPE) from UNICE&presentative, David Mcloughlin. The PPEs were
AKALIISR FNRY ! bL/9CQa 3t 20l f adzZll) & Kdzm Ay /[ 2L
gowns, 1000 heavy duty rubber gloves, 20000 surgical gloves, 5000 surgicalamgk000
surgical caps. These PPEs will be used by the health worker caring for patients ofl@@VID
isolation wards.

C UNICEF is in the process of procuring 30 tents (72 square meters) which will be used as screening
facilities at hospitals nationwid

C On 25 March, Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS Hon. Jelta Wong received 50,000 face masks worth
K120,000 and 15 necontact infrared thermometers worth K7,000 from the Managing Director
of the PNG Ports Corporation, Fego Kiniafa at the National Opesa@ienter.

C PPEs forisolation wards across the country is being rolled out. On 26 March, NDoH dispatched the
available PPHse 10 provinces: Morobe, West Sepikadang East SepiRVestern Milne BayEast
New Britain Autonomous Region of Bougainvillestern Highlands and Eastern Highlands.

C United Nations in PNG is assisting in the construction of a multipurpose-X2Q¥bnitoring,
testing and quarantine facility in NCD at Rita Flynn Complex.

C NDOH, with support fronWHQ trained about 25 frontline health workers (doctors, nurses,
infection prevention and control officers, medical staff and surveillance officers) from Port
Moresby General Hospital, Gerehu Hospital, Laloki Psychiatric Hospital, National Capital District
and Central PHAs and volunteer NG@slerwent additional training of trainers on hospital
preparedness for COAID.

C The issue of PPE supplies for the nation remain to be a concé&he call forassistance from
business houses, corporate entities, and our stakeholders to support still exists.
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Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS Hon. Jelta Wong receiviage masks nofrcontact infrared thermometers
from the Managing Director of the PNG Ports Corporation, Fego Kiniafa at the Nati@perations Center

Minister for Health and HIV/AIDS Hon. JeNdong receiving . . .
PPEs from UNICEF Representative, David Mcloughlin Construction of a multipurpose COMB at Rita Flynn Complex
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COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MOBILIZATION

¢

Information, education and communication (IEC) materials on prevention messages have been
developed, with support from WHO, and been made available online through the NDOH Facebook
page.Provinces have received the electronic versions of the IEC materials. Some of them have
translated them into local language. Radiotgpare also aired on NBC Radio, NB@ntv-M100.

There are also ongoing radio guestings to discuss prevention of OQVID

Toll free hotline numbers are set with Digicel and Bmoblid.filee 019; Digicel toll fre2800200
and hotline 71960813.

A videoconference was hosted by WHO on 19 March 2020 with Health Development Partners on
how they can leverage their partners time provinces and the communities for communication
and awarenessaising activities.

DFATAustralia facilitated a meeting with PNG Church Partners on 20 March to collectively work
on efforts to support PNG in the communication and prevention activil@snmunication
materials and messages were provided to church partners.

On 23 March, WHO supported social mobilization and community engagement activities for
COVIBLY targeting representatives from the Churches and retail pharmacy sector (i.e. City
Pharmacy Limited).

Weekly media conference is held every Thursday. Ad hoc media interviews are responded to by
the communications team.

Engagement with traditional media or the matream media is ongoing wittoBt Courier taking
the lead inadvertorialand editorial information.

A weeklong school awareness and hygiene promotion, part of the preparedness plan for-COVID
19, was led by NDoH Health Promotion branch, with support from UNICEF. The campaign reached
out to around 85,000 students in 82 elemany, primary, secondary, national high and technical
schools in Moresby Nortkast electorate, Moresby South and Moresby Navtst.

UNICEF trained 23 emergency focal points and key staff in the social welfare sector of the
government on critical psychosial needs in context of infectious disease outbreaks such as
COVIBL9 with particularfocus on children and families.

Based on preparedness checklist responses received a8 Ma&h, 12 provinces $5%) have
indicated that they have communications plan in place, whiegrovinces have available IEC
materials (4%).Eighteenprovinces have initiated social mobilization and awareness campaigns
on prevention 82%).Tenprovinces 45%) have trained spokpsrson Someprovinces have also
conducted social mobilization activities (in markets, schools and public places)

Information materials on COWI® prevention (English and Tok Pjgointly developed by NDOH

and WHO are being printed with support from UNICEF and the Government of Japan. These
materials will be shipped to the provinces in the coming days. Motu and Enga versions are also
available online.

Key messages advising peopiethe rational use of mask, and how to use them is they are needed
were circulated after observing increased use of mask following the SOE declaration.
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Social mobilizatiorfor COVIBE19: City Pharmacy staff

Social mobilization and community engagemeiar COVIB19:
Representatives from the Churches
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ADVISORY TO THE PUBLIC
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